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Summary of the Proposed Amendments to Regulation

The Virginia Board for Geology (Board) proposes to repeal the text inethigation that

specifies: “The fee for duplicate wall certificates shall be $25.”

Result of Analysis

The benefits likely exceed the costs for all proposed changes.

Estimated Economic Impact

Certified geologists are not required to display or otherwise possesshysngh
certificate. Possessing and displaying a wall certificate is optidiee Board proposes to
repeal the current language in these regulations that “The fee for deiplalhtertificates shall
be $25.” The Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (Depatiase
indicated that the fee for requested duplicate wall certificates wolddtbe accordance with
Code of Virginia § 2.2-3704.F: “A public body may make reasonable charges not to egceed it

actual cost incurred in accessing, duplicating, supplying, or searching feqthested records.”

The Department has also indicated that initially at least, the fee wouddhratr$25 after
the text is repealed. Thus, the cost to certified geologists would not changatdeakt
initially. If the cost of providing the duplicate certificate some timéneftiture exceeds $25,
the Board could raise the fee to match that cost. If the fee is below the troéaosessing,
duplicating, supplying, searching and providing the duplicate certificate, theumpably the
excess cost would be paid for in higher certification fees for all getdpgisluding those not
requesting duplicate certificates. It is beneficial to have those wliestan optional service to

pay for the true cost of that service, rather than have it subsidized by thosquesting the
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optional service. If it were to be subsidized, then requests would be encouraged producing

additional costs to those who do not benefit from the service.

Businesses and Entities Affected

The proposed amendment potentially affects the 854 certified professtmhadigts in
Virginia.
Localities Particularly Affected

The proposed amendment does not disproportionately affect particular localities.

Projected Impact on Employment

The proposal amendment will not significantly affect employment.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property

The proposed amendment will not significantly affect the use and value oEprivat
property.
Small Businesses: Costs and Other Effects

The proposed amendment is unlikely to significantly affect small businesses

Small Businesses: Alternative Method that Minimizes Adverse Impact

The proposed amendment is unlikely to significantly affect small buss;esse

Real Estate Development Costs

The proposed amendment will not significantly affect real estate devettposts.

Legal Mandate

The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the econontt afnibas
proposed regulation in accordance with Section 2.2-4007.04 of the Administrative Process A
and Executive Order Number 107 (09). Section 2.2-4007.04 requires that such economic impact
analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or téser enti
to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of biesrass
other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and eraptgyositions to
be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities toempbermomply with the

regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property. Further, if the proposed
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regulation has adverse effect on small businesses, Section 2.2-4007.04 requsteshthat
economic impact analyses include (i) an identification and estimate of the moinsioeall
businesses subject to the regulation; (ii) the projected reporting, recorttkesma other
administrative costs required for small businesses to comply with thetreguiacluding the
type of professional skills necessary for preparing required reports and otherethts; (iii) a
statement of the probable effect of the regulation on affected small busjreessés) a
description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative methods o¥iachibe purpose of the
regulation. The analysis presented above represents DPB’s besteesfithase economic

impacts.
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